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“If you want to be a writer, you must do two things above all others: 

read a lot and write a lot.” – Stephen King 
 

Aims  

“You can make anything by writing.” 

― C.S Lewis 
 

At St. Columba’s Catholic Primary School, we aim to support children to:  

✓ Write with confidence, fluency and understanding 

✓ Write every day 

✓ Use a range of independent strategies to self-monitor and correct with 

an interest in words and their meanings 

✓ Develop a growing vocabulary in spoken and written forms 

✓ Understand a range of text types, media types and genres 

✓ Be able to write in a variety of styles and forms appropriate to the 

situation 

✓ Use their imagination, inventiveness and critical awareness 

✓ Have a suitable technical vocabulary to articulate their responses.   

 

At St. Columba’s Catholic Primary School, we consider ourselves a growing 

community of writers. Therefore, we expect all adults to model and 

communicate their love of writing in the following ways:  

❖ Shared writing 

❖ Guided writing 

❖ Modelled writing 

❖ Opportunities for independent writing in FS, KS1 and KS2   

❖ Relay writing 

❖ Providing exciting hooks and lesson content which inspire our children to 

write 

❖ Access to many reading books to inspire writing 
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The Teaching of Writing  

At St. Columba we view the acquisition of language skills to be of the utmost 

importance and so the teaching of all aspects of English is given high priority. 

Writing is integral to our children’s whole language experience; it is a crucial 

part of thinking and learning. Our writing curriculum uses the English National 

Curriculum and the Early Years Foundation Stage to ensure that our children 

develop as confident, capable and enthusiastic writers. We have used the 

National Curriculum to develop our own progression across all key stages.  

  

Key Statements about Writing  

  

We believe that: 

➢ Speaking and listening with confidence are significant factors in 

developing effective writing  

➢ Reading and writing are closely connected and mutually supportive; we 

read as writers and write as readers 

➢ Writing is best framed within recognisable text-types or genres  

➢ Writing should be designed to meet the needs of real or imagined 

audiences  

➢ Writing tasks should be prepared through preliminary talk and teachers 

should model writing for their pupils when appropriate  

➢ Children should be given the opportunity to collaborate with other 

children both to compose and to revise their writing 

➢ Writing skills can be improved through reflection  

➢ Children should be closely involved in assessing their own development as 

writers  

➢ More effective writing is dependent upon increasingly informed 

grammatical and linguistic choices  

➢ The teacher’s response to the child’s composition (e.g. praising aspects of 

the content) is crucial in developing confidence and motivation  

➢ The skills of transcription (i.e. handwriting, punctuation and spelling) must 

be thoroughly planned for and taught  
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Aims of the Teaching of Writing  

 In our teaching of writing, we aim for all children to: 

➢ Appreciate that writing is a universal method of communication  

➢ View writing as a process over which they have control  

➢ Enjoy playing with language and write for pleasure  

➢ Write appropriately for specific real or imaginary audiences where 

possible * Write for a variety of purposes  

➢ Make judgements about the tone, style, format and vocabulary 

appropriate to the writing’s purpose, audience and genre  

➢ Write clearly, legibly and accurately with attention to punctuation, 

spelling and grammar  

➢ Recognise that drafting, incorporating significant revision into their 

writing and proofreading are integral parts of the writing process 

➢ Achieve independent writing of a high quality 

 

Writing in the Early Years Foundation Stage  

In the Early Years, children are encouraged to attempt their own emergent 

writing and their efforts are valued and praised. As their phonic knowledge 

increases, this will be reflected in their writing. At the same time, their 

knowledge of key words is supported through reading and writing activities, 

including shared reading and writing.  

  
A wide variety of opportunities are provided for children to engage in writing 

activities. Amongst these are:  

* Shared writing 

* Role-play (e.g. an office or restaurant)  

* Labels 

* Recipes  

* Lists  

* Making books  

* Writing letters  

* Menus  

Through engaging in these activities, children become aware that writing is used 

for a range of purposes. They distinguish it from drawing, and learn the left to 

right convention of writing in English.  

 A variety of resources are used to encourage the development of the fine 

motor control which is essential for good handwriting. These include Squiggle 

while you Wiggle, dough disco, playdough play, cutting, threading and tracing.  
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The Writing Process - Reception, KS1 and KS2 

 

 
Here in St. Columba’s, we have created our own ‘Runaway with Writing’ approach 

to each writing unit. The visual aid of a race track is used throughout.  

 

The statement of ‘On the right/write track’ is used to indicate that children 

are achieving expected outcomes. 

A ‘Writing Relay’ is used as a form of modelling writing – I (teacher) write, You 

(pupil) write. 

‘Hurdles’ are used throughout the unit to demonstrate challenge. 

 

Examples of methods and activities for each phase can be found on the writing 

unit process sheet (attached). 

 

Each phase has a focused outcome and the amount of days changes according to 

the unit and genre. The days on the writing unit process are applicable for a 3 

week unit.  

 

The school uses the Literacy Counts Read to Write planning units for Reception 

to Year 6 and adapts these according to the needs of each class.   

 

Assessment to inform planning  

The sequence for teaching writing is based on the previous assessment piece 

from either the previous year or previous unit. This ensures that planning 

includes: appropriate next steps for the whole class, appropriate groupings, as 

well as opportunities for challenge. When planning a unit, teachers use this to 

‘spot the gaps’ of what the children in their class need to be taught. They use 

the National Curriculum, school grammar and sentence progression document to 

tailor their planning in line with age related expectations to personalise their 

planning to the needs of their class.   
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On Your Marks – Phase 1 (The Hook) 

 

Books as Hooks  

Writing genres are driven by enriching and challenging texts and writing units 

are designed around these core texts. Using books motivates and engages 

children, often providing purpose and audience for writing. Teachers use a range 

of texts, throughout the year. 

A model text is used in the form of a book or an adapted extract. It is 

important that this is a good example of the text type being taught, which 

models features and structures that are age-appropriate.  

 

Get Set – Phase 2 

The children enter a stage of ‘immersion and familiarisation’. During this phase, 

teachers immerse the children in the text type through a range of activities for 

learning. The children learn to embed the story patterns through retelling, using 

an action bank and through mapping the story. Once children are familiar with 

the text, they are able to read and discuss the text in detail. Further models 

may also be shared so that pupils broaden their frame of reference through 

investigating how other writers tackle this type of writing.   

‘Spot the features’ where children and teacher identify the features of a piece 

of writing are useful in explicitly identifying what needs to be included, as well 

as creating writer toolkits, which list the transferable writing strategies and 

techniques needed.  

Once the children have been immersed in the text and are familiar with it, they 

are ready to move onto the next stage of the ‘Get Set’. This phase involves over 

learning and recapping prior learning and teaching the children new learning to 

equip them with the necessary grammar, spelling, sentence structure and 

composition to achieve the desired outcome. Teachers model writing strategies 

and the use of phonics and spelling strategies in shared writing sessions. 

Guided/shared writing sessions and relay writing are used to target specific 

needs of both groups and individuals.  

Each day, the teacher uses interactive, shared composition so that the writing 

process can be made explicit. At this stage, the teaching is focused on 

generating and crafting the composition. Words and phrases should be added to 

writing walls and ‘magpie’ displays so they can be used and adapted by children 

when they come to write. The teacher targets all children daily so that every 

child has the opportunity to benefit from focused teaching pitched at their 

needs.   
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The aim of this phase is not for children to write copious amounts but to craft 

their writing to create an effect upon the reader, writing accurately. They draw 

upon the model text, other know texts and shared writing, making use of 

spelling, vocabulary and grammar teaching as well as the taught sentence work. 

A key element is a learning wall or washing line. The teacher displays what will 

help the children to achieve e.g. the text map, model text, spelling and sentence 

patterns, vocabulary, the boxed up planner, writing tool kits and shared writing. 

The display needs to be legible and teachers model its use.  

 

Go - Phase 3 (Independent Application)  

Children now move into the invention phase. The final invention phase gives 

children the opportunity to plan, write and edit their work independently using 

their own ideas and imagination. During this phase, children have opportunity to 

write at length in extended independent writing sessions. Teachers then provide 

feedback on the writing.  

The teacher can then compare final pieces at the end of each unit, this enables 

the teacher to:  

• Assess each child’s progress  

• Evaluate the effectiveness of their teaching 

• Discover what needs focusing on in future units – use assessment to feed 

forward  

 

It allows the child to see what progress they have made and what area should 

be focused on next.  

Once the children have read the teacher’s feedback, they will be given the 

opportunity to produce their best copy of it. Using a range of editing and 

redrafting approaches, children spend time improving their work.  Planned 

opportunities for self and peer assessment may also be used here. Once their 

final piece is polished and they have responded to their feedback and made 

improvements, the final piece is written up and presented on the class ‘Runaway 

with Writing Wall.’   

 

Grammar and Punctuation  

 Aims of Grammar and Punctuation 

➢ To develop key skills that can be applied to all forms of writing.   

➢ To provide children with the technical and grammatically correct aspects 

of writing. 

➢ To allow pupils to explore grammar and punctuation rules for themselves. 
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➢ To give sufficient challenge to support and develop confident, risk taking, 

creative and technically correct writers.   
Grammar and Punctuation is taught as a discreet lesson as well as part of the 

teaching of Writing. Teaching is based on National Curriculum Expectations and 

the school progression.  

 

Handwriting  

 Aims of Handwriting 

➢ To develop a sense of pride, pleasure and enjoyment in their handwriting  

➢ To adopt fluent, legible and joined handwriting  

➢ To adapt lettering styles for different purposes  

 Children are taught pre cursive from Foundation Stage. Children in KS1 are 

taught to join letters using the Letter Join scheme. Children write in pencil and 

earn a pen license once they adopt fluent, legible and joined handwriting. All 

children are expected to be using pen by the beginning of Year 4.  

 

Spelling  

Aims of Spelling 

➢ To provide children with a wide range of spelling strategies to enable 

them to be confident, competent and independent spellers.  

➢ To deliver the spelling objectives outlined in the National Curriculum. 

➢ To provide a classroom climate in which children feel secure enough to 

‘have a go’  

➢ To ensure pupils have an adequate bank of automatic recall words  

➢ To make children successful spellers, by ensuring they can use a variety 

of strategies to spell accurately.  

  

Spelling will be taught using the objectives outlined in Letters and Sounds and 

National Curriculum documents, supported by Phonicsplay planning and Spelling 

League. It is taught as a discrete lesson as well as part of the teaching of 

Writing.  


